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The Corte Suprema de Justicia (CSJ) suspended Criminal Court substitute Judge Walter Solis on
July 24 for dismissing charges against defendants in two sensational cases. After an initial hesitation,
the CSJ's disciplinary committee suspended Solis, as pressure mounted from the Catholic Church,
the Comision Permanente de Derechos Humanos (CPDH), and prominent members of the National
Assembly. Yadira Centeno, president of the disciplinary committee, said the judge appeared to
be negligent and should have exhausted all avenues for investigating the charges before issuing a
ruling.
On July 3, Judge Solis dropped charges against Byron Jerez, former head of the taxation department
(Direccion General de Ingresos, DGI), and Jorge Solis, former director of the state oil company
Empresa Nicaraguense de Petroleo (PETRONIC). The two men were the chief defendants in the
"checazo" scandal involving hundreds of thousands of dollars in questionable purchases and
unexplained payments by check (see NotiCen, 2000-06-15).
Judge Solis dropped the charges without reviewing the mountain of evidence. He said he did not
investigate the case because the attorney general had not asked him to do so.
In an interview published in the daily El Nuevo Diario, Judge Solis said he did not delve into the
Jerez case because that was the job of the attorney general, and "as the judge, I could not do it all
because the parties in the case could have alleged that I had a [personal] interest." If the attorney
general and the controller general do nothing, "the judge is not going to resolve everything." Solis
was asked, "In the seminars given for judges by the Corte Suprema, do they teach you that it's
enough to call the accused, the plaintiff, [and] three witnesses without questioning them, and then
pronounce sentence?"
Solis avoided giving a direct answer. After agreeing that the Nicaraguan judicial process is
inquisitional and that judges are obliged to investigate and to question witnesses, Solis responded
that, at the time the two cases came up, "I was very busy."
At the same time, Solis also dropped charges against Alejandro Carrion, accused of murdering a
campesino, Pablo Leal Aguirre, in a dispute over water rights. Carrion is the brother of army chief
Gen. Javier Carrion. Carrion's attorney pleaded self-defense. When the encounter occurred, Leal
had a machete and Carrion an AK-47.
Though the ruling is under appeal, Solis lifted the arrest order against Carrion, who is a fugitive.
On the same day that Judge Solis handed down his ruling, Noel Alonso Cano, the Leal family's
attorney, brought a charge of corruption against Solis. Cano said there had been no investigation of
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the charges. Government prosecutor Mayra Paiz said she had never seen a case in which a ruling
was handed down without testimony from either the defendant or the accusers.
And now, said Cano, Solis has made it possible for Carrion to leave the country without fear of
arrest. Vilma Nunez, president of the Centro Nicaraguense de los Derechos Humanos (CENIDH),
said Judge Solis acted in "total ignorance of the country's laws." She warned that his behavior could
undermine the justice system and lead to such an unprecedented crisis that "citizens might decide
to take the law into their own hands." The two cases showed that those close to power do not have
to face justice, she said. Nunez's comments came as the Leal family and supporters besieged Judge
Solis in his office and nearly lynched another judge they mistook for Solis.
Nunez also accused the attorney general of being an accomplice in the injustice by refusing to
enter the case. As for the police, she said they had done nothing to arrest Carrion. In the National
Assembly, there were demands for the judge's removal by the anti-corruption and human rights
committees.
Nelson Artola, chair of the human rights committee, said he would call CSJ president Francisco
Plata to explain to the committee how the court planned to correct problems in the judicial system.
Political analysts are saying that beyond Solis' mishandling of the two cases are the larger issues of
corruption, favoritism, incompetence, and politics within the judicial system.
CPDH president Lino Hernandez Trigueros said that the system favors those with wealth and access
to power and that judicial appointments are still influenced by cronyism and political affiliation.
Opinion polls indicate that as many as 80% of Nicaraguans have a negative impression of the
judicial system. In 1999, 42.8% of the complaints received by the CENIDH were against the judicial
system, placing it for the first time ahead of the police in public dissatisfaction. [Sources: Notimex,
07/10/00; El Nuevo Diario (Nicaragua), 07/04/00, 07/05/00, 07/06/00, 07/07/00, 07/14/00, 07/17/00; La
Prensa (Nicaragua), 07/25/00]
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